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UNITED STATES. 



REPORTS TO THE SURGEON-GENERAL, PUBLIC HEALTH AND MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICK. 

PLAGUE-PEEVENTION WORK. 

Infected Grouna Squirrels. 

Four infected ground squirrels were found in Oakland Township, 
Alameda County, March 8, 1910. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon McCoy reports : 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Last case of human plague sickened January 30, 1908. Last case 
of rodent plague trapped October 23, 1908. Total number of rats 
found infected to date, 398. 

Week ended March 19, 1910. Premises inspected, 1,352. Houses 
destroyed, 8. Nuisances abated, 174. Poisons placed, 6,510. Rats 
trapped, 2,070. Rats found dead, 10. Gophers trapped, 3. Average 
number of traps set daily, 7,381. Rats identified, 2,080, as follows: 
Mus norvegicus, 1,438; Mus rattus, 93; Mus musculus, 413; Mus 
alexandrinus, 136. Examined bacteriologically, 1,670 rats and 3 
gophers. No plague infection found. 

BERKELEY, CAL. 

There is no record of rodent plague in Berkeley. The last case of 
human plague sickened August 28, 1907. 

Week ended March 19, 1910. Rats trapped, 18. Rats examined 
bacteriologically, 18. No plague-infected rats found. 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Last case of human plague sickened October 26, 1909. Last case 
of rodent plague found December 1, 1908. 

Week ended March 19, 1910. Rats found dead, 16. Rats trapped, 
602. Rats identified, 618, as follows: Mus norvegicus, 520; Mus 
rattus, 1 ; Mus musculus, 96 ; Mus alexandrinus, 1 . Rats examined 
bacteriologically, 503. No plague-infected rats found. 

ALAMEDA COUNTY, CAL. (EXCLUSIVE OF OAKLAND). 

Last case of human plague sickened 2 miles southwest of Sunol 
September 26, 1909. Last plague-infected rodent found March 8, 
1910. To the present time 70 ground squirrels and 1 wood rat 
have been found infected. 
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Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 19. Ground squirrels 
shot, 136. Gophers trapped, 116. Weasels trapped, 3. Acres 
covered with poison, 124. Examined bacteriologically, 136 squirrels, 
116 gophers, 3 weasels. Four plague-infected squirrels found. 

The plague-infected squirrels were found in Oakland Township. 

FRESNO COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Fresno County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 29. Ground squirrels 
shot, 573. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 570. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

MADERA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Madera County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 9. Ground squirrels 
shot, 265. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 261. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

MERCED COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Merced County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 7. Ground squirrels 
shot, 223. Rabbits shot, 30. Examined bacteriologically, 219 squir- 
rels and 30 rabbits. No plague infection found. 

MONTEREY COUNTY. CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Monterey County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 35. Ground squirrels 
shot, 399; found dead, 4. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologi- 
cally, 400. No plague-infected squirrels found. 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Riverside County. 

Week ended March 19. Ground squirrels shot, 4. Ground squir- 
rels examined bacteriologically, 4. No plague-infected squirrel 
found. 

SAN MATEO COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in San Mateo County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 5. Ground squirrels 
shot, 107. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 101. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human of rodent plague in Santa Barbara 
County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 25. Ground squirrels 
shot, 205. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 203. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human plague in Santa Clara County. A 
plague-infected rodent was found November 3, 1 909. Total number 
of ground squirrels found infected to date, 9. 
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Week ended March. 19. Ranches inspected, 37. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 139. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 136. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human plague in San Luis Obispo County. 
A plague-infected rodent was found January 29, 1910. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 19. Ground squirrels 
shot, 144. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 144. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

TULARE COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Tulare County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 134. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 472; found dead, 1. Rabbits shot, 13. Examined bacte- 
riologically, 470 squirrels and 13 rabbits. No plague infection found. 

VENTURA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Ventura County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 6. Ground squirrels 
shot, 69; found dead, 1. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologic- 
ally, 70. No plague-infected squirrels found. 



BERIBERI IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Sams at Charleston reports, March 27 : 

An outbreak of beriberi has occurred among the colored convicts in 
camp at Ten Mile hill, about 10 miles from Charleston, S. C. There 
have been similar cases noted twice during the last 5 years at this 
and a like camp situated about the same distance from Charleston, but 
separated from the Ten Mile hill stockade by the Ashley River. 

Through the courtesy of the attending surgeon I was permitted to 
visit the stockade to-day, examine the patients, and learn the history 
of the majority of the cases. 

The location of the stockade is on a dry, sandy elevation, well 
drained, and open to a plentiful supply of fresh air and sunshine. 
The water for drinking purposes and for bathing is a good potable 
water, the same as is piped to Charleston. Flush closets are used to 
avoid soil pollution. The sleeping quarters are in a building about 
100 by 30 feet, with high ceiling, a number of ventilators and windows, 
and a heavy wooden floor, the sleeping bunks being elevated several 
feet from the ground, open on all sides except the back, which is 
against the side of the building. Heating is by means of wood-burn- 
ing stoves. In my opinion the location is good, and accommodations 
are all that is to be desired in regard to space, ventilation, and dryness. 

The guards, who are white, occupy a part of the same building, only 
a hallway dividing their sleeping quarters from those of the convicts, 
yet their health has remained good. The food given the convicts is 
stated to be good and sufficient in quantity and quality, the usual 
cereals, fresh vegetables, meat daily, salt and fresh on alternating 
days. The guards have practically tbe same rations. 



